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US 1C EAST GERMAN WORflS, TOMS/ 'NAMES 
WHY KNOW THfcM? 

Elizabeth M. Mayer 



Foreign language teachers believe that their discipline more than 
any other could contribute toward peace by showing the young what groups 
of people have In common and where they differ* 

For the last 25 years teachers of German have been doing this largely 
by turning their attention toward Weat Germans who, with their 2000 years 
of traditions, offered rich enough food for thought. They happily noticed 
that the Federal Republic, being moulded more and more according to western 
designs, waa becoming part of one world. 

In the meantime other Germans were safely out of sight, while being 
reshaped as Important parts of the eastern world. Now they have emerged. 

Should we not aleo take note of them in order to be able to fulfill our 
promises? 

At first glance official words and terms used In East Germany may appear 
not to be too different semantically from those used In West Germany or the 
U.S.l "Dwmokra tie" would seen to be ’democracy’, "Fr l eden* looks like 'peace*. But 
la this really so? Can one simply translate them without simultaneously 
considering the cultural climate which surrounds them? Soviet cultures are 
linguistically aonolythlc and no deviations in thought or speech are permitted* 
The words listed below represent fundamental concepts and Institutions 
of official East Germany, examples of how language accomodates Itself to the 
soil from which it sprang and becomes a vehicle for prevailing thought - in 
this esse the Ideology of Soviet bloc countries* Interpretations are based 
on authoritative sources and brought into foeus for the western mind.* 
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I. The State: 



e Deutsche Dcmokratisclie Republik, DDR, 'German Democratic Republic/ 

1 GDR 1 , is the official term for the central parts of former Germany In the 
Soviet Russian orbit. According to the constitution of 1968 it is a 
socialist state in which leadership rests in the hands of the Marxist-* 

Leninist Socialist Unity Party, e Sozlallstische Elnheltspartel Deutschlands, 

■ 1 v Vi it | 1 , 1^1- I, - 1- Vintf t 1 H I ^ 1 - ■ v ■ 1- a - * 

Hammer und Zirkel. Since 1959 the flag has shown a hammer and compass 

PV* t ' 1 M ' t * t- 

intertwined and surrounded by a wreath of ears on a background of black, red, 
and gold bars, representing the l socialist workers* and peasants' state of 
German nationality', e Arbei tor-und-Bauemmacht deutscher Nation. The compass 
may be considered as pointing to a higher state of industrialisation than the 
Russian sickle and signifies the alliance of working classes and intelligentsia. 

e Demokratie; demokratisch . The words refer to socialist democracy or 
Diktatur dee Proletariats unter FUhrung der Partei, the' dictatorship of the 

*- 1 vi ■ v " t t v v V' t v i | % i -M m vi M % * mi ■it v t* ,r 



proletariat under the leadership of ths Party 'in contrast to bourgeois demo* 
cracy. Socialist democracy is considered to be democratic in a new way, in 
favor of proletarians and people without property, and dictatorial toward the 
bourgeois i e . 

e Republik* Even though, according to definition, a republic is a fore 
of government where the highest organ of the state is an elected body, all 
forms of government are considered the result of the clsss character of the 
respective society. Therefore the (SR, the result of the rule of the working 
classes under the leadership of their Party, is viewed ss totally different 
from bourgeois republics which eve termed exploiter societies* 

r demokratische Zentrallsmus* 'Democratic centralism* is the principle 
according to which every Marxist -Lenin 1st party, east and west, Is run. 
Directed by an elected committee whose decisions are binding for everybody, 
all members work as efficiently as possible on their levels to implement 
than* Such centralisation la intended to retain the leadership of the Party* 
The system has been taken over by moat organisations* Usually elected 



conaitteea are heavily weighted with party members » 

^ » M&J y&jgsu* u «« 

name of the renamed Communist party after its nerger with the But Geraas 
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Social- Democratic party in IMG. It is the recognized guide on the road 
to socialism. Its leaders work in close cooperation with the Bruderpar teien 
of the other socialist countries, the Brud crlunde r, especially the 
Kommunistlsclte Partci der Sowjctunlon, KPdSU. One frequently .hears*. Die 
Parte! sfchl a lies, wclss a lies; die Parte! ist liberal 1 und hat lmmor recht * 
Four other parties acknowledge the leading role of ”SED** and actively support 
the construction of socialism* Especially ”SED M la Viewed as fortschrittlich 



or progressive 

i .* * i * * k * 

a Zcntralkomltce der SKD, 7JC, is the 'central committee of the Party* 

' l i 1.^ h ... ■ ' ' ' 

which guides and controls all its activities. This elected body in turn 
elects the members of the Politburo and its Sekretariat to direct the Party's 

V W'V' '*■■'* C- V w 

work between the committee's plenary sessions where the efforts of the 

"Politburo** and its secretary are discussed and confirmed. Walter Ulbricht 

has been grster Sekret&r, First Secretary of the Party, since 1953. 

Walter Ulbrich t, born in 1893, was one of the founders and leaders of 

the Konmunistlsche Partei Deutsch lands , KPD, the communist party of the 

Weimar Republic, He spent the war years in the Union d er S ozlallst lache n 

S^^et^i^itbliken , UdSSR, the Soviet Union, and was returned to East Germany 

in 1945. Ever since he has seen to it that Party and state remained loyal 

to his protectors and their way to Karxist-Len inlet communism* ■ 

a bloc of the parties and 

e Rationale Front is*a uess organization which gives the unorganized a 
chance to cooperate with party members and socialism according to the 
principle: Plane nit, arbette mtt, reglere ett . They draw up e_ Elnheltsllsten, 
lists of single candidates, which, after extensive discussions with the 
electorate, are confirmed on election day. 

Staat. The 'state' or e elnhe l tllcho S ta a tana cht , the uniform system 
of government, le considered the instrument of the working people, guiding 
them on the road to socialism-communism* 

e Volkskammer is the highest elected body of the people which, in turn, 

•'wVk*- ■*- - "* 

elects the S,taatsrat to do its Work between sessions and cooperate with the 
Ministerrat . 'the committee of ministers' or heads of the various adniniatrativa 
departments. Waltar Ulbricht has been tha chairman, r Vers it send* dts Staatarats , 
einoa 1960, while simultaneously being party secratary. 
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r Staalssichorhcilsdicnsl, SSD, of tho Mlnistcrium filr Staatss ichor- 
JlQit, the sccrot police ays tom, works under lcadorshlp of the Party and In 
consultation with the Soviet secret polico, KGB, to protect and support 
socialism. 



e nationalcn Stroilkrfiftc, the military system, were built up under 
Soviet leadership. The comp le to National© Volksarmee, NAV. Is directly 

111* 1 \ I * vl « vv.vt. 1 V . *VV1V 

subordinated to the Warsaw Treaty Organisation. 



o^Dcuts chc^ Volkapoll zel , DVP, VP, (Vopo,) is the politically trained 
police system. 

c Deutsche Grenzpolizei is the bordor police, part of '*NAV . " 

»***»*' * “i .i'i' 1 

e Cescllschaft filr Sport und Technik, GST. is a volunteer mass 
organization, preparing youth for better military service, 

r warsciiauer Beistandspakt . East Germany was admitted to the Warsaw 

v* v - ' * ■ -**■■ ■' *’■ * 

Pact system in 1936. It provides a unified military command for tha Soviet 
bloc nations with headquarters in Moscow* 



XX, Political and Philosophical Terms 

r dialektische und historische Materialismus, Diamat, is the correct 
form of philosophical thought that considers all world views and ideas as 
superstructures and reflections of economic productive processes* Matter 
is understood as developing in a dialectic process, starting with inorganic 
substances, progressing to organisms, man, the human spirit, and leading 
through socialism to world communism as its culmination* "Diane t" is used 



as an instrument for change, zur VerSnderung d«r Welt. 

*\ 1 w via* *’“* 

e Dialektik is a socialist science which assumes that all reality, 

1 WW'Vv'W *"* 

Including thought, develops through the struggle of opposing forces* New 
overcomes old while absorbing its useful qualities* Quantitative changes 
are supposed to appear eventually as qualitative changes* Application of 
t his science is considered helpful for speeding up development of socialism- 
communism* 

e Gesellschaf tswissenschaften, Gewi, are not sociology .of the western 

- V ■ - - ■ - * y "i - i _ i 'X 

type but the study of man and society in the sense of “Diamat," which is 
required of everybody* 

Naturwlssensqhaf ten und Technologic, ’natural 'sciences and technology, 1 
are highly valued as basic productive forces, "Prod uk t i vkril f te* and claimed 
to be used for the benefit of all, in contrast to the west* 
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r Sozialisraus is seen as the socio-economic form which, as the 
result of class struggle and revolution, follows capitalism and precedes 
communism* The dictatorship of the proletariat under the leadership of 
the Party has changed private means of production to people's property; 
exploitation, unemployment, economic crises and social insecurity have 
been abolished. Distribution of the total product follows the principle 
of* Jodor nach seinon P&'higkoiton, Jed cm nach seiner Lelstung . 

r Koiumunisraus is viewed as the world's final socio-economic form, 
the result of the conscious efforts of all* All means of production will 
be people's property, and all members of society will be socially equal* 

Free people united in self-government, whose primary instinct is to work 
for the good of all, will live according to the principle* Jeder nach 
seinen Fahigkeiten und jedem nach seinen Bedtlrfnissen . International 
equalization induced by Marxist-Leninist Socialism and the Soviet Union 
will have led to the gradual fusion of nations* 

e Revo lution . Revolutions like <jie Gross o. Soziali atiache. OHl Ober- 
rovojution where political power is said to go from the hands of reactionary 
classes to those of progressive classes, are considered valuable* Lpk >mo ti ys n, 
der Ges chichte. The concept of revolution is used figuratively for other 
major changes like e wissenschaf tltch-technlsche Re volution , 

r Sektiere r is a person who deviates from the party line, swerving 
more to the left* He may not accept the system of democratic centralism 
or the leadership of Moscow* 

r Kapitalismug, is considered to be the Inst exploiting society which 
will be followed by socialism according to laws discovered by Marx and 
Engels. Its presen and final form. r staatsmonopollstlscheKapitallsaus . 
is viewed as a system where monopoli'es and the state have been welded into 
one mechanism to control society for the benefit of financial oligarchies 
whose imperialistic wars .r Imneria llano s are seen as struggles for greeter 
shares of world markets and military bases* 

e Klasssn. Even though, in socialism, there can be no exploited 
clasaas anymore,aoeiaty atill has a clnsa structure* There are workers 
cooper* ti vs farmers, tradesmen, some KonplsnentBre , residual owners, sharing 
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tl'otr means of production with the people's state, and the intelligentsia. 

These arc allied, vcrbHudctcKlasscn, not anlagonistischc Klasscn as in 
earlier systems, united by common consciousness, s^sozinl istische Bcwusst^eln. 

r Faschismus, is viewed as the final expression of the interests of 
die }t9nopolbourgcoisig_ when they con no* longer force their will upon the 
resisting masses with the help of their system of bourgeois democracy. 

Supported by elements of the petite bourgeoisie they resort to terrorism. 

Italy under Mussolini, Germany under Hitler, and now the U.S. as well as the 
Federal Republic where matters are seen as still more complicated by 

Revanchismus, the desire of exploiting capital iam to regain lost territoriaa, 

^ ' **■■ ’ 1 '•* 

are considered fascist. 

r Opportunist is a person, denying the need for revolutionary removal of 
the capitalist order. He may be a worker under the influence of bourgeois 
Ideology or a rightist social democrat, allowing himself to be exploited by 
cooperating with capitalist imperialism. 

r Revisionist, r Versohnler, are designations for persons deviating 
from the party line toward the right by pointing to changing social conditions 
and asking for liberalization. 

ein Spalter Deut jghlanda is the bourgeoisie of West Germany, accused 
of having prevented the creation and union of a socialist Germany. 

r Ideal ismus is any form of philosophical thought that cons iders the 
human spirit to be more than the result of economic productive proceases. It 
is said to develop in societies where physical and mental work are performed 
by different groups and where exploiters conceal reality by screens of religion 
and idealistic philosophy. 

e^Rejiktion is resistance of outdated groups, like the Monopolbou r geoisie_ 
in USA and Vest Germany, to rising progressive classes* 

e p roletarlsch e Partejl ^chk^it . ' Proletarian bias* is considered the 
prerequisite for any judgment, since only the workers and their Party are 
not exploiting classes* 

111. Economics /■ 

r Rat ftir Gegenseitlge Wirtschaftshilfc, RGW, 'coaecon* the Council for 
Mutual Economic Aid 1 of the Soviet bloe countries was started in 194S under 
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Soviet leadership with a Sekretariat In Moscow. WhiloNdSSflT Is boing 
developed universally, other countries, ltko East Germany, arc specializing 
along certain lines. 

e nationals Wlrtschaft. The national economy Is Imbedded In the 

t * . ■ L * » v-'W » ^ ^ 

Soviet bloc economy. Through plans, o Porspoktiv und jKhrllche Planung, 
t';c Party's central commlttoc, after agreement with respective Sovlot 
lenders and Comecon, specifies East Germany's tasks for the construction 
of world socialism. They are then Implemented according to tho principle 
of democratic centralism. Confirmed plans are binding* 

,s^<^e J^momlschC'SyS'tem dcr planung und Leltung was started In the 
early sixties for better Implementation of the Party's central plans* 

Through a new book keeping and wages -reward system the population of all 
levels was persuaded to work more actively on Increasing production and 
efficiency. Die Planerfullung improved^ Planverlust, diminished, and work 
quotas ,s P lansoll , became more tolerable. 

r*V- V V> m ^ 

e Pi terlelle Inte res slerth elt 1 b the human desire to earn much and 
have a high living standard* The state tries to balance It with gesell - 
^h^ftHche Jntjcressen , the political and economic Interests of a Comecon state* 

e okonomlschen Hebei, 'economic levers 1 , are the system of wages and rewards 
which channels people Into desired directions according to the principle! 

Was der Gesellschaft nutzt. muss auch filr den Betrleb und den elnzelnen Werk* 
tiftlgen gut seln* 

r materlelle An ret z Is an incentive to work, like money. 

rBetrle b 1® ® n economic and legal productive unit, mostly state owned . 

3 sozlallstlsche or gesellschaftllche El gen turn, Volkselgentum, 

V w * * * * e- * * * ^ t ^ t k * k *■ * k e *** » a/ 

* People 's’ or 'state property^ls the basis of the socialist system of production 
and said to more and more preclude exploitation of man by nan. It may take 
the form of r volkselgene Betrleb , VEB, (often linked Into combines, 

V ereinlgungen Volkselgener Be trl eb e . VVB), or ^e Handelsorganisstlon , HO, state own 
retail shops* There still are various types of cooperatives with names such 
tat e l andw lTtschaf tlldhe Productions g enos senschaft , UPG} e P rod ukt ions- 



genossenschaft des Handwerka. PGH: e Produktlonsgenosssnschaf t werktl! tiger 

w i i * n i — i n^i^ i l it \ t m ~ni ■ — i * ~ — ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Fischer ; e gji r tner le che Productio ns geno s senschaft . Some E lnyltyuern, w.ho 
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refused to join collectives, are left. In the age of communism everything 
will be common property. 



c Proriukt ivkr&f te arc everything thut is needed to produce an 

* vA ^ w V't\. ' i' " 

existing level of the economy; tools, resources and, especially , people 
with thoir knowledge and skills* 

r Freie Deutsche Gcwerkschaf tsbund, FDGD, is not a labour union in 

I w V-,4r '‘ v ‘ Xr " Vw A-w ^ * i, t ■ t ' 

the western sense but considered the uniform organization of the ruling 
workers' classes including employees and membors of the intolligontuia under 
the leadership of the Party, organized according to the principle: ein 

Betrieb, cine Gcwerkschaf t . It mobilizes the workers to fulfill the plans, 
while at the same time looking after their well-being. 

r Werkta' tige is a Russian concept, referring to every citizen of the 
workers' and peasants' state who earns his living without exploiting others 
as is said of the bourgeoisie* 

r Geno sg e is a fellow socialist. Party members speak of one another 
as "Genoese.” 

r Kollege. Most "Werktiltige” address each other as "Kollege,” 



XV. Education 

e ( Erziehung is defined as the process of passing on skills, knowledge, 
nodes of thinking^and social behaviour. Socialist educatianjtherefore,muat 
serve the interests of the working classes, giving everybody the same basic 
chances, while bourgeois education is said to use s Bildungsprivileg in order 
to retain different claases to serve bourgeois imperialism. The goal of 
' socialist education is r gozlallat ische Staatsbtirg er and r neue sozlallstlsche 
M ensch . They are to develop qualities such as allegiance to socialist ideals, 
constancy, courage, modesty, brotherly love of the people, confidence in 
victory, loyalty to the party, implacable hatred of the enemies of the people, 
love of the Soviet Union, solidarity with the peoples fighting for liberation, 
and an iron will to further socialism. 

e Kollektivereiehun g. All education is training to think and act 
collectively . This is considered necosssry because the development of a 
socialist society can be assured only by the collective aetion of all and 
because the interests of all coincide. Individualism is frowned upon. 
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Collective education is carried oat in a very extensive educational system, 
using tltc following terminology: e Kindyrkrippe, r Kindergarten, *e zehnkltasige, 
allgemcinbildende polyterhnischc Obcrschulo^ Ocrufsausbildung, Koch u nd 
Fochschiilea f Erwa chsenenbildong . erweiterte Oberechuie 

e Bildung is the result of this education and, in this sense. East 
Germany is considered pine gcbildetc Nation, a ’cultured, educated nation.* 

o zclinklnssige allgcmoinbildende polytechnischo Oberschuie is the uniform 
school required of all, where the basic mental and manual skills needed in a 
socialist state within the Soviet orbit are taught. Russian is the required 
second language. Weekly work in factories and agriculture accompanies 
training in the upper grades. Membership in parallel youth organizations 
is mandatory for success. 



e Jugendo r gan i s a t i onen are socialist mass organizations, e Jungpion iero , 
of classes 1-3, and e ThK lmannp ion i e re , of classes 4-7, prepare youth for 
voluntary entrance into the Freie Deu^cheJugend, FDJ, the Party’s official 
youth organization. "FDJ” trains youth as co-workers of the Party for socialist 
efficiency and competition, for coooeration with youth organizations of the 
socialist camp as well as champions of socialist peace and challengers of 
bourgeois imperialism. "FDJ" is run according to the principle of democratic 
centralism. It is represented in the "Volkskamner, H the ’people’s parliament.’ 
e ^ ugendwe ihe , ’consecration of youth, * is the lavishly celebrated official 
act of accepting youth of th<? 8th grade into the socialist community after a 
winter’s training. It is modeled after the Christian ceremony of corf irmatiOB, 
but the vow binds youth to faith in socialism, the fitfit for socialism and 
for socialist peace. Each child receives: Wei tall Erde Mensch i Sammelwerk 
zur EntwicklungsgeschiChte von Natur und Oesellschaf t . his book of reference 
for the official philosophy. 



e^BewusstseinsSnderung. The concept indicates that bourgeois thinking 
must be changed to socialist consciousness* 

s Kol le kti v aozi a 1 i a t ia ch er Arbei t is, unlike teamwork, a group united 
by common socialist consciousness, working and acting together. A book may 
be written by an A u t ore nko 1 lektiv , research be done by s Forgc b e rkollektiy * 
e Kader an 'elite collectives, * frequently of party nosben* 
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c Arbeit, Work to further socialism is the raison d'etre for every- 

body in the workers* stoto. The official Gosotzbuchder^rt ci.t , th o' code 

of work', considers It tho moral duty of all able bodied men and women te 

assist creatively in the execution of official plans, rt i« B matter of honor, not 
exploitation. ’ 

e Brigade is a colloctive of workors with a leader, the Brigadior, 

to increase productivity and the quality of work. Brigadcn as well as 

most other units of endeavour are in officially directod constant competition 

with oach other, named sozia^stischcr Wottbeworb , frequently making public 

pledgoa as to what they want to accomplish, e^ Selbstverpfl i chtun g. On the 

highest levels there are competitions and Spartakladen between the best 

groups of the various socialist countries* 

V, Family, Ethics, the Arts 

e neue jFamilie^. Unlike the bourgeois family which is viewed as based 
on private property in the hands of the man, the 'new socialist family* is 
considered to be the smallest cell of the socialist state, the result of 
the absence of private property, where family interests are one with those 
of all, Man, wife and children are said to respect and love one another 
on the basis of equal social rights, and to cooperate in creating the new 
man with socialist consciousness and the urge to work for the people. 

Privileges and duties of the family are set down in the official Faall lenges etjpbuch. 
the 'family code,* which permits the state to interfere if baeic principlee are _ 
infringed upon* 

e soziallstisdj^ gornl is the morality of the new nan as formulated in 
10 Gebotoder aozlal lst lechen Moral, the ten commandments announced by 
Walter Ulbricht and appearing in the program of the party, 

r rgale Human lsmua* Since the various concepts of humanism are considered • 
the result of the needs of different classes, humanism based on Marxism- 
Leninism is viewed as the real humanism of workers, 

e Freihe it is not to be mistaken for the bourgeois concept viewed as 
the result of the will to exploit, it is seen as necessity appearing as 
freedom when a person accepts the functioning of social laws according to 
which the dictatorship of the proletariat replaces bourgeois imperialism. 

Then ha is free to cooperate. Joining a collective, a party organisation, 
and working for socialism era tho freedom to do what is most progressiva. 
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c Knltur* 'culture/ in all its ramifications is considered tho 
superstructure of economic and class conditions* Every new class is 
said to develop the preceding culturo in a way suitablo for its purposes* 
German socialist litcraturo and art, tho ro fore, aro considered tho 
expression of tho ruling workers* classos* Following the Pitterfel der Wag, 
they are to support education, thus holplng to perfect ^^gcbildejs^ 
sozialistischc Nation* 

r Bitterfelder Weg Is a program, started In 1959, to overcome the 



separation of art and life and to develop a socialist national culture* 
Artists and writers were asked to show realistically the development of 
the new socialist socloty, and workers were persuaded to join In the effort 
on their own level* 

r FriedeQ^ Since socialism is viewed as the only n on-exploitatlve 
system, peace ( as the condition In the relationship of countries which 
precludes the use of force. Is considered attainable only after private 
ownership of means of production has been abolished everywhere. 

According to western definition the truly educated nan is ewere of 
his locus In the universe. Knowledge of East German words edds another 
dimension to such awareness . 
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*Kleines Poll t laches Worterbuch , ed* C. Kttnig, et al* (Diets Verleg, 
Berlin, 1967) 

SB2 von A Bis Z, gin Taechen-und Nachschlagebuch (Iber die 
Sowjetieche Besatzungaeone Deutsch lands , ed* Bundeealnls teriun fUr 
gea aatde u ta che Fra gen (Bonn, 1965) 
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